


There is no sense talking about priorities. 
Priorities reveal themselves.

--Eric Zorn

Action Expresses priorities.

--Gandhi

Don’t tell me where your priorities are. 
Show me where you spend your money 
[and time] and I’ll tell you what they are.

--Jane W Frick
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Then in 538 BC
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to the Land
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While Judah is in captivity

Prophets give promises 

of Godôs future blessings
And God sends prophets 

to guide them there





Haggai 1:1 In the second year of King 

Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the 

word of the LORD came through the prophet 

Haggaié (NIV)

August 29, 520 BC

18 years after returningé

üWhat do you think the people might have 

been doing for the past 18 years?

üWhat were their priorities?



1:1éthe word of the LORD came through the 

prophet Haggai

to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, 

governor of Judah, 

and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, 

the high priest: (NIV)

üWhy do you think Haggai went to these two 

first?



So, if later never comes, isnõt it just 

a guilt-lessening way to say NO?

1:2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: 

"These people say, 

'The time has not yet come 

for the LORD's house to be built.'ñ (NIV)

üSometimes we donõt say NO, 

we just say later.

üLater can so easily become never



1:3 Then the word of the LORD came through 
the prophet Haggai: [to the people]

4 "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in 
your paneled houses, while this house remains 

a ruin?ñ 

5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: 

"Give careful thought to your ways. 

6 You have planted much, but have harvested 
little. You eat, but never have enough. You 
drink, but never have your fill. You put on 

clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, 
only to put them in a purse with holes in it.ñ 

(NIV)



1:7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: 

"Give careful thought to your ways. 

8 Go up into the mountains and bring down 
timber and build the house, so that I 

may take pleasure in it and be 

honored," says the LORD. 

9 "You expected much, 

but see, it turned out to be little. 

What you brought home, I blew away. 

Why?" declares the LORD Almighty. 

"Because of my house, which remains a ruin, 

while each of you is busy with his own 

house. (NIV)



Solomonõs Temple



1:10 Therefore, because of you 

the heavens have withheld their dew 

and the earth its crops. 

11 I called for a drought on the fields and the 
mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the oil 
and whatever the ground produces, on men 

and cattle, and on the labor of your hands. (NIV)

üGod can do this, you know

ÇIf youôve  been saying ñlaterò to God 
regarding something you know would please 
Him consider that your present troubles may 

be his way to get you to say, Yes, Lord.



So, What will they do?

1:12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, 

Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, 

and the whole remnant of the peopleé 

obeyed the voice of the LORD their God 

and the message of the prophet Haggai, 

because the LORD their God had sent him. 

And the people feared the LORD. (NIV)

ÇWhat it means to fear the Lord.



How God responds to obedience

1:13 Then Haggai, the LORD's messenger, 

gave this message of the LORD to the people: 

"I am with you," declares the LORD. 

14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of 

Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, 

governor of Judah, 

and the spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, 

the high priest, 

and the spirit of the whole remnant of the 

people. (NIV)



òYes, Lordó is better than òlateró

1:14 éThey came and began to work 

on the house of the LORD 

Almighty, their God, 

15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month 

in the second year of King Darius. (NIV)

üWithin 23 days of Haggaiôs 1st Word from 

God the people had re-prioritized their 

lives, had moved to the temple area and 

began the work on Godôs house



Some òYESó Possibilities

ÇReading Godõs Word& Praying ïmake 
walking in the light of Godôs truth and talking 
with Him a regular prioritized part of your life
ÇCreating Margin in Your Life between 

what you must do & spend and what is 
available
ÇEmbracing stewardship - operating 

more and more from an eternal perspective 
regarding your time, talents & treasure.
ÇMaking things Right Relationally with 

spouse, children, and anyone else.
ÇDoing the Best Next Thing about an 

area that needs a decision or a change.



What God Wants

Whenever you become aware of 

something that would please God:

1.Donõt let your òlateró become never, 

say, YES to God today!

2.Confidently pursue doing What God 

Wants knowing that youõre not alone 

God Will Be With You all the way

3.Expect the Holy Spirit stir up your 

spirit to want to do What God Wants



Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that brings 

salvation has appeared to all men. 12 It 

teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and 

worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 

upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 

while we wait for the blessed hope-- the 

glorious appearing of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for 

us to redeem us from all wickedness and to 

purify for himself a people that are his very 

own, eager to do what is good. (NIV)




